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9.50-10.10 Raffaella Bucolo (Universitá degli Studi di Roma) Margarete 
Gütschow: an example of an early 20th-century woman 
archaeologist  

10.10-10.30  Susan M. Dixon (La Salle University), Rodolfo Lanciani’s dismissal 

10.30-10.50  Irene Pietroletti (Universitá degli Studi di Roma), History of the 
    Museo Nazionale Romano alle Terme di Diocleziano: arrangement 
   and management from the beginning to the thirties of the Twentieth 
   Century 

10.50-11.10 Francesca de Tomasi, Rome Before the 1909 Cultural Heritage   
Preservation Law: a focus on the export of antiquities 

11.10-11.30 Tea/Coffee 

11.30-11.50 Martyn Barber (Historic England), Capturing ‘the material 
invisible’: OGS Crawford and the origins of aerial archaeology 

11.50-12.10  Helen Wickstead (Kingston University), From the Cult of Kata to 
   the Café Royal: social networks and the production of culture, 1908 
   to 1939   

12.10-12.30 Heather Sebire (English Heritage), ‘There Probably Won’t be 
Anything There’: the value of antiquarian archive in the life of a long 
barrow 

12.30-12.50   Clare Lewis (UCL), Egyptological Inaugural Lectures: T.E. Peet and 
   his pupil W.B. Emery 

12.50-13.50  Lunch 

13.50-14.10  Ingrid Berg (Stockholm University), Mediation of Histories of  
  Archaeology – a case study of the Kalaureia excavation of 1894 

14.10-14.30  Laurien de Gelder (Allard Pierson Museum/Nederlands Instituut
    Athene), Holland in Hellas: mapping the history of Dutch   
   archaeological research in the Allard Pierson Museum 

14.30-14.50  Johannes Siapkas (Independent Scholar), Measuring Humanity:  
   interwar racial discourses in Classical Archaeology 

14.50-15.10  Tea/Coffee 

15.10-15.30  Monica Barnes (American Museum of Natural History/Andean  
   Past) and Sumru Aricanli (American Museum of Natural History), 
   He Perished Ere He Published: records of the work of Gary S.  
   Vescelius in the American Museum of Natural History 

15.30-15.50  Annemiek D. Rhebergen (University of Glasgow), Historical  
   Relationships and Current Views of Indigenous Peoples on  
   Archaeological Work in Northwest Argentina 



15.50-16.10  James E. Snead (California State University), Circular 316:  
   crowdsourcing antiquity at the Smithsonian Institution, 1876-1879 

16.10-16.30  The Five Minuters  

Emily Bushold 

Matiana Gallegos 

Anna Gustavsson 

16.30-1700  Conclusion 

  



Speaker Profiles (arranged alphabetically) 

Barber, Martyn 
Martyn Barber, Historic England 
martyn.barber@historicengland.org.uk 
 
Martyn Barber is currently Senior Investigator, Aerial Survey and Investigation, at 
Historic England. He is the author of 'A History of Aerial Photography and Archaeology' 
(English Heritage: 2011), and is co-author with Helen Wickstead of a series of journal 
articles and conference papers on the history of aerial vision and mapping from the 
eighteenth to the twenty-first centuries. He has also recently (2014) published on the 
history of Stonehenge and its landscape from the nineteenth century to the present. 

 

Barnes, Monica 
monica@andeanpast.org 
Andean Past, American Museum of Natural History 

I am the lead editor of Andean Past, a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to the 
archaeology and ethnohistory of western South America published by the Cornell 
University Latin American Studies Program, Ithaca, New York. We often include articles 
on the history of Andean archaeology. I am also an Associate of the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City. There I am researching the life and work of the late 
John Victor Murra, an anthropologist best known for his contributions to Andean 
ethnohistory, but also the second-in-command of an archaeological project in Ecuador 
(1941-42) and the leader of the first official excavations at the Peruvian Inca site of 
Huánuco Pampa (1963-1966). At the AMNH I am scanning, studying, and cataloguing 
the approximately 5,000 negatives Murra and his team took during his “Inca Provincial 
Life” project centered on Huánuco Pampa and am studying the notes taken by project 
members during archaeological survey in the Huánuco region. Other important papers 
pertinent to John Murra, including over fifty years of correspondence with many 
prominent anthropologists and archaeologists, are held at the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Anthropological Archive. 

So far I have published articles on John Murra and his Huánuco research. 

 

Berg, Ingrid  
ingrid.berg@ark.su.se 
Research School for Culture-Historical Studies (FoKult) 
Department of Archaeology and Classical Studies, Stockholm University, Sweden 

My thesis deals with the first Swedish archaeological excavation in Greece, on the island 
of Kalaureia in 1894. The philologists Samuel Wide, Lennart Kjellberg and the architect 
Sven Kristenson spent a summer on the island where they carried out fieldwork 
together with Greek workmen. I will document and analyse the excavation as a 
phenomenon, as well as analyse the archaeologists' cultural and political context in 

http://harngroup.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/monica-barnes.pdf


order to study their relation to Greece, the Greeks and to archaeology. By studying how 
the material and mental memories that can be linked to the 1894 excavation affect the 
ongoing project on Kalaureia, I want to stress the importance of including historical 
interpretations in contemporary archaeological projects. I also want to encourage 
critical analysis of the scientific history of Swedish archaeology. The project 
demonstrates the possibilities of using a variety of source material - from archaeological 
field observations to photographs, letters, diaries, newspaper articles, interviews, etc. - 
as a basis for including historical voices in the concepts of archaeological ethnography 
and multivocality, and for analysing a vital part of the life history of the archaeological 
site. 

 

Bucolo, Raffaella 
r.bucolo@liberor.it 
Università di Roma "Tor Vergata" 

I am a Ph.D student at the University of Rome 'Tor Vergata' and my doctoral research is 
the biography of Dr. Margarete Gütschow (1871-1951), ordinary member of the German 
Archaeological Institute. Dr Gütschow lived in Rome for more than 20 years, since 1935, 
was an assistant to G. Rodenwaldt and participated in the large project "Corpus der 
Antiken Sarkophagreliefs"; she also studied the classical sarcophagi of the Pretextat 
Catacombs; this was her main work. By studying the documents of several archives, I 
am investigating the life and studies, focusing on funeral sculpture. 

I also have broad interests in antiquarianism and the history of collecting and 
collections. My MA thesis was about the collection Salviati in Lungara: composition and 
dispersion (published in Archeologia Classica, vol. LVIII-n.s. 8, 2007). 

I have specialised in Late Antique Archeology at the Pontifical Institute for Christian 
Archaeology and won a Grant Research PRIN (Research Projects of National Interest) at 
the University of Rome, “Roma Tre” to study the changes in archaeological restoration 
in Rome since the Unification of Italy to the second half of the 20th century. 

For more information on talks and publications, please visit my Academia.edu page: 
http://uniroma2.academia.edu/RaffaellaBucolo 

 

de Gelder, Laurien 
l.i.degelder@uva.nl 
Allard Pierson Museum, Amsterdam 

My academic background is in Mediterranean Archaeology and Cultural Sciences. 
During my training at the university and after my graduation I have continuously aimed 
to study the nexus of my two main research interests; the archaeological (site)museum 
as an institute and (the history of) Mediterranean collections. Currently, as a trainee 
'HeritageTalent', I'm collaborating with the Allard Pierson Museum (Amsterdam) and 
the Dutch Institute at Athens in a project about the history of Dutch archaeological 
history in the Mediterranean, particularly Greece. As it is my task to set up the research, 

http://uniroma2.academia.edu/RaffaellaBucolo


I am very much interested in topics as the history of archaeology and the theoretical 
embedding of studying the history of science. 

 

Bushold, Emily 

 

de Tomasi, Francesca 
francescadetomasi@gmail.com 
Università degli studi di Roma Tor Vergata, Rome 

MA in Classical Archaeology at University of Rome La Sapienza, Ph.D. in Classical 
Antiquity and Tradition at University of Rome Tor Vergata.  

My research fields are museology, cultural history, antiquarianism and history of 
collecting and collections. 

My PhD thesis concerns the export of antiquities from Rome immediately after its 
annexation to the Italian Kingdom in 1870. The aim of my research is to give an 
overview of the socio-cultural milieu in the late nineteenth – early twentieth century 
Rome.  When Rome was annexed to the Italian Kingdom, in fact, a process of 
transformation of the papal city in the Capital of the new Kingdom began and, by the 
time an efficient law for the cultural heritage preservation was established in 1909, 
many works of art and antiquities had taken the way of Northern Europe or United 
States. Since most of the traffic of works of art and antiquities in those years was 
directed to the American art market I am studying the phenomenon of collecting and 
the birth of many American museums in those years and I spent two semesters as 
Visiting Scholar at Art History and Archaeology Department of Columbia University in 
New York.  

 

Dixon, Susan M.  
dixons@lasalle.edu 
La Salle University, Philadelphia PA 

Susan M. Dixon is Associate Professor of Art History and Chair of the Fine Arts 
Department at La Salle University. Her research interests include Giovanni Battista 
Piranesi, Rodolfo Lanciani, and classical archaeology as practiced in late-19th-century 
Rome. For more info, please visit academia.edu 
(https://lasalle.academia.edu/susanmdixon) and La Salle University webpage 
(http://www.lasalle.edu/schools/sas/arthistory) 

 

Gallegos, Matiana 

matianagallegos@yahoo.com. 

https://lasalle.academia.edu/SusanMDixon
https://lasalle.academia.edu/susanmdixon
http://www.lasalle.edu/schools/sas/arthistory/
http://www.lasalle.edu/schools/sas/arthistory


University of Glasgow, Trafficking of Culture Project, Ethnographic study of the private 
sector entity the Art Loss Register. 

 

Gustavsson, Anna 
anna.gustavsson@gu.se 
Department of Historical Studies, University of Gothenburg 

PhD candidate in Archaeology. Broad interest in the history of Archaelogy, collections 
and Museology, as well as in reception studies, heritage issues and the role of 
archaeology and museums in todays´s society. 

My dissertation topic analyzes the formative period of the archaelogical disciplines in 
the late 19th and early 20th century, focusing on the relations between Swedish and 
Italian scholars at the time. My Master’s thesis in Classical Archaeology discussed 
culture politics and the foundation of a National museum in Rome at the end of the 19th 
century. I have also a Master degree in Nordic Archaeology. Before starting my PhD I 
have been working as an archaeologist for many years, mainly in rescue/contract 
archaeology in Sweden, but also in a few projects abroad. 

 

Lewis, Clare  
clarelewis@mac.com 
Institute of Archaeology, UCL, London 

Clare is a PhD candidate at the Institute of Archaeology, UCL. Her research examines the 
development of British Egyptology, its self-positioning, and its perception and 
positioning by others over the period from its formal inception into British academia 
(1892) to the present day. In this the distinction is drawn between how information 
about Ancient Egypt (such as surveys and artefacts) has been accumulated and the 
institutionalisation of Egyptological study. Clare’s research seeks to examine the 
cumulative tradition of learning, how it developed, and how the knowledge that 
constitutes the western academic construct of Egyptology has been curated, transmitted 
and ultimately criticised within one of the organisational groupings that were 
responsible for its nineteenth century western creation, the university (the others being 
the museum, the academy and the learned society). British Egyptological inaugural 
lectures (EILs) have been chosen as paradigms/ cluster points with which to organise 
this enquiry as EILs mark an unusual event where a dominant individual can both 
publicly review the state of a subject and outline their aspirations to the various 
stakeholders in the subject: fellow academics, sponsors, the public, friends and a 
broader academic cohort. Important issues arise over any generalising from a relatively 
infrequent series of uncontested events, and more narrowly inaugural lectures (ILs) 
constitute a problematic source, a “privileged discourse that is both internally 
constrained by its genre and externally limited by its institutional setting” (Tilley 2004, 
61). However, equally EILs can be used as a powerful tool with which to take into 
account ideas, individuals, structures, socio-economic forces and their interaction 



within institutional contexts and therefore offer a route to what Reid (1990, 3) calls a 
“middle path of historiography”, i.e. between the extremes of the history of people or 
organisations and the history of ideas. 

Her investigation of The Times highlights the more political nature of the endeavours in 
Egypt, and in particular the tensions between Britain, France and Germany, which 
archives such as the London Illustrated News (used, for example by Montserrat 2003) 
do not reflect. As such, it is interesting to contrast, for example, the work at Amarna 
(over 122 articles published in The Times) with Griffith's work at el Kurru (no articles 
published). Other avenues I hope to investigate will include language such as Loprieno's 
(1988) definitions of topos and mimesis (used in Smith 2007); the Viceroys of Kush; and 
economic interpretations of Nubian colonisation. On the latter point, for example, has 
the importance of ivory been overlooked (gold is, after all, recyclable)? It would also be 
interesting to expand on the climatic ideas of Jacquet-Gordon (1982). 

 

Pietroletti, Irene 
irene.pietroletti@gmail.com 
University of Rome "Tor Vergata" 

I am a Ph.D. Student in Classical Antiquity and Tradition at University of Rome Tor 
Vergata. My research interests include the history of archeology, the history of the 
protection of cultural heritage, and museum design. My PhD research concerns the 
history of the Museo Nazionale Romano delle Terme di Diocleziano from its foundation 
in 1889 until the beginning of World War II. Through archival research I was able to 
reconstruct the profile of the characters, the story and the facts that led to the creation 
of the first large state museum of antiquities of Rome . The heritage of this museum was 
established, over the years, through the archaeological finds brought to light by the 
works  for the renovation of the city ,which  took place immediately after the unification 
of Italy. Reconstructing the history of the Museum, therefore, means to reconstruct the 
history of the excavations of Rome. 

 

Annemiek D. Rhebergen 

 

Sebire, Heather 
Heather.sebire@english-heritage.org.uk 
English Heritage 

I am currently English Heritage Historic Property Curator for the west territory working 
with multi-period sites including Stonehenge. I have been in post with English Heritage 
for 7 years and am based in the Bristol office. I have been curator to the Stonehenge 
Environmental Improvements Project since 2010 and now curator of the site in general 
along with other sites in English Heritage guardianship in the west of England. In my 
professional role I often use archaeological archives when researching how EH sites 
have been managed in the past. 



Current personal research interests include the legibility and presentation of 
monuments, particularly addressing how monuments are presented to the public and 
the life history of monuments. Formerly States Archaeologist on Guernsey in the 
Channel Islands my doctoral research was in History of Archaeology placing the archive 
of the remarkable Lukis family in a European setting. I have read conference papers on 
various members of the Lukis family and their place in 19th century antiquarianism both 
in the UK and also many parts of Europe. Other research interests include the Neolithic 
period focussing on megaliths along the Atlantic façade and island archaeology. 
Following on from field work in Guernsey and my antiquarian research I have published 
many journal papers and several books. 

Johannes Siapkas 

johannes@siapkas.se         

Independent Scholar 

My research focuses on epistemologies, theories and historiographies relevant to 
classical archaeology and ancient history, including appropriations of the classical 
legacy in modernity. My research is based on critical theories and 
narrativist/constructivist discourses. From this point of view I have elaborated on (1) 
how modern theories of ethnicity have influenced our conceptualizations of classical 
Greece, (2) how art theories have influenced our views on classical sculpture and the 
discursive associations with museum exhibitions of ancient sculpture, (3) how 
anthropological discourses have been appropriated in classical studies, and (4) on the 
current neo-empirical/ontological reconfiguration of archaeological empiricism. These 
studies are all part of a wider ongoing project which explores the discursive landscape 
of classical studies. 

For further information, please visit my academia page: 

http://independet.academia.edu/JohannesSiapka 

 

Snead, James 
james.snead@csun.edu 

I have been working on the history of archaeology since the early 1990s. My book Ruins 
and Rivals: The Making of Southwest Archaeology explores the complex social, political, 
and institutional dynamics of the study of antiquity in the American Southwest between 
1890 and 1920. Ongoing research emphasizes the construction of communities of 
interest and the distinctive conditions under which the archaeological study of the 
"radical other" in North America was used in the construction of local and regional 
identities. This will be examined in detail in a work in progress, entitled Encountering 
Antiquity: The Public and the Past in 19th century America. 

 

http://independet.academia.edu/JohannesSiapkas


Wickstead, Helen 
H.Wickstead@Kingston.ac.uk 
Kingston University 

Dr Helen Wickstead MIfA lectures in Faculty of Science at Kingston University, London. 
She is Director of 'art+archaeology' a research initiative creating visual art residencies 
and exhibitions that investigate visual practices in archaeology. She is co-author (with 
Martyn Barber) of a series of journal articles and conference papers exploring the 
history of aerial vision and mapping from the eighteenth to the twenty-first centuries. 
She is currently writing an international history of Archaeological Geophysics which 
traces its affinities beyond the conventional boundaries of archaeology, placing its 
activities within the wider context of Cold War science. 

 



Abstracts (alphabetical, by first author surname) 
 
Author: Martyn Barber 
 
Institution: Historic England 
 
Title: Capturing ‘the material invisible’: OGS Crawford and the origins of aerial 
archaeology 
 
In the summer of 1923, OGS Crawford, Archaeology Officer for the Ordnance Survey, 
was inspecting glass negatives at RAF Old Sarum – vertical aerial views taken in the 
course of training flights by RAF flyers – when he observed the slight trace of two 
parallel lines a short distance to the east of Stonehenge. His interpretation – that they 
represented the ‘lost’ course of the Stonehenge Avenue – had considerable 
repercussions both for the fledgling discipline of aerial archaeology and for the 
understanding of Stonehenge and its landscape. An article by Crawford in the Observer 
newspaper brought the potential of the airborne camera as a medium capable of 
bringing to light the lost and invisible monuments of the distant past to worldwide 
attention. 
 
The response to that article led to Crawford and a colleague, AD Passmore, cutting a 
series of trenches across both of the Avenue’s ditches. Much to the frustration of later 
generations of prehistorians, Crawford never published any detailed observations of 
what the trenches uncovered. No measured plans or sections were drawn. In fact, on-
site recording was considered unnecessary. All that was required was that a small group 
of experts should visit the site and pronounce themselves satisfied that they had indeed 
seen the ditches of the Avenue. 
 
Drawing on recent archival research, this paper examines this episode against the 
backdrop of the post-Great War debate about the camera as a medium for connecting 
with the lost. It is argued that Crawford’s chief concern in undertaking the excavations – 
the first occasion on which a cropmark photograph was ‘ground-truthed’ – was not to 
uncover facts about prehistory but to explore the possibilities of photography as a form 
of remote sensing.  
 
Authors: Monica Barnes1 and Sumru Aricanli2 
 
Institutions: 1American Museum of Natural History and Andean Past and 
2American Museum of Natural History 
 
Title: He Perished Ere He Published: Records of the Work of Gary S. Vescelius in 
the American Museum of Natural History 
 
Gary Stockton Vescelius (1930-1982) was an almost legendary figure in twentieth 
century Andean and Caribbean archaeology. An indefatigable fieldworker, he 
participated in survey and excavations in the United States, Peru, Mexico, and the 
Caribbean, starting when he was a teenager and continuing until his death. He was 
renowned for his knowledge, which was both broad and deep. By 1972, Vescelius could 



claim a greater amount of field experience in Peru than any other US archaeologist.  
Unfortunately, his publication record does not reflect his achievements.  Instead, his 
work is often embodied in the words of others, and was expressed in his own 
conference presentations. 
 
This paper outlines the life and work of Vescelius and considers the research potential 
of the records he left behind.  Thanks to the efforts of Craig Morris, Paul Goldstein, and 
Barbara Conklin, the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) acquired the bulk of 
Vescelius’ papers and photographs, as well as some of his samples, after his death. 
Vescelius’ materials at the AMNH have remained in large part unstudied, although 
qualified scholars have access. 
 
Author: Raffaella Bucolo  
 
Institution: Università di Roma, Tor Vergata 
 
Title: Margarete Gütschow: an example of an early 20th century woman 
archaeologist 
 
Margarete Gütschow is not well-known in the history of archaeology, but she should be 
included among the first women who played a prominent role in the development of the 
discipline.  Gütschow’s life story, found partly within her correspondence, has allowed 
us to understand the personality and the role of this scholar as part of the German 
Archaeological Institute in Rome, where she worked for many years, most notably as an 
assistant of Gerhart Rodenwaldt.  
Gütschow’s case is unique for her time, she was born in 1871 and she could only enter 
university at a more mature age than men in her field.  The social situation in Germany, 
her family expectations, and her late education, are very interesting angles by which we 
can investigate Gütschow’s choices, which led her to look for a position in a 
predominantly-male scientific field.  She led a successful career, and had received the 
title “Ordinary Member of German Archaeological Institute” by 1935. 
In other ways, however, her path was similar to that of other colleagues and friends, 
such as Elisabeth Jastrow and Hermine Speier, and, thanks to insights gleaned from 
Gütschow’s correspondence, scholars may follow some events of these other 
archaeologists. In this way we also have a wider view of the situation women faced in 
the circumscribed world that was the German Archaeological Institute of Rome. 
 
Author: Ingrid Berg  
 
Institution: Stockholm University 
 
Title: Mediation of histories of archaeology – a case study on the Kalaureia 
excavation of 1894  
 
What role does the mediation of historiography play in the identity making of an 
academic discipline? This talk explores how mediation of past archaeological practice 
shapes perceptions of the nature of archaeological work. Here, mediation is described 
as the act of transmitting selected information through various media with the explicit 
or implicit intention of creating meaning. The archival material of the excavators 



(letters, photographs, plan drawings etc.), the publications as well as other prints, and 
the artifacts relating to excavations are in themselves various forms of media. They 
store created bits of information and serve as the primary source material for historians 
of archaeology. Through the process of mediation, they are remediated, that is, they are 
transformed into other types of media through the acts of producing historiography.   
 
This paper will present a case study on how the first Swedish excavation in Greece, on 
Kalaureia (Poros) in 1894, has been mediated throughout the 20th century. Through 
publications, museum exhibitions, web sites, newspaper articles, lectures and radio 
interviews, this paper discusses how histories of archaeology can be described as trans-
medial spaces. In these spaces, situated historiographical narratives are produced 
which help shape the public’s view on archaeology as well as our professional self-
images. Uncritical histories of archaeology run the risk of neutralizing politically and 
ethically problematic practices by making them seem like historical traditions. 
Exploring mediations of histories of archaeology can shed light on these issues. 
 
Author: Emily Bushold 
 
Institution: University of Glasgow 

Title: The Moral Panic, ISIS and Social Media: How Twitter is Fueling the 
Misinformation Surrounding the Destruction of Cultural Heritage in Iraq and 
Syria 

The concept of the moral panic is a familiar one in criminology, used to describe short-
lived patterns of deviance that become intolerable to the community and are therefore 
stamped out. The current problem of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
destroying and looting the cultural heritage of the areas they control is starting to gain 
some of the characteristics of the moral panic. This is further fueled by social media, 
especially Twitter, where misinformation about ISIS looting can easily be spread with 
one click, and where even reputable organizations can be easily taken in by information 
that has not been fact-checked. In truth, we know little about the extent of the 
destruction and looting that ISIS has undertaken, but in media, outlandish claims are 
being made about the extent of the damage, further fueling the moral panic situation. 

Author: Matiana Gallegos 

Institution: University of Glasgow 

Title: Open vs. Closed Databases: The Effect on Recovery of Cultural Property 

There is an ongoing public debate about the open and closed databases that contain the 
information on looted antiquities and stolen antiquities and art. These databases have 
been used and have been vital to the recovery of illicit cultural property and are often 
used to prosecute those responsible. Despite the use of these databases there has been 
no discussion on the academic level concerning the databases. By taking a look at 
policing prospective and looking at criminological theory as it relates, this paper will 
discuss my ongoing research into open and closed data bases as it pertains to the 
disruption of illicit trafficking of cultural heritage. 



My hope is to gather information from sources such as the Art Loss Register, Art 
Recovery International, Interpol Data base, as well as get the perspective of other 
policing agencies to evaluate the databases and how they are used. Recovery and 
disruption of the trade might not be the goal for all the actors involved and this will be 
important to take into consideration when analyzing the databases. Looking at policing 
methods and methods of recovery will help me to analyze whether the use of open or 
closed databases are a more effective method. This could also create a more open forum 
of discussion between, academics in criminology and archaeology, art recovery 
companies and the police. A more open dialogue might lead to improved database 
systems, as well as a better forum for communication and hopefully more effective 
methods of recovery. 

Author: Laurien de Gelder 
 
Institution: Allard Pierson Museum/Nederlands Instituut Athene 
 
Title: Holland in Hellas: Mapping the History of Dutch Archaeological Research in 
the Allard Pierson Museum 
 
Since the beginning of the nineteenth century Dutch academics and cultural institutions 
have been organising archaeological expeditions in the Mediterranean; they are still 
ongoing today. The nature of these expeditions has changed over time and a blooming, 
scientific discipline of Mediterranean Archaeology has evolved. On the one hand this 
paper is concerned with the writing of such a history. It constitutes an integrated 
overview in which Dutch archaeological projects in the Mediterranean, in particular 
Greece, are contextualised and understood as knowledge-generating entities. The main 
aim of this research is to analyse the produced knowledge that reflect social processes, 
constructions and developments in the practice of Dutch archaeological research in the 
Mediterranean. On the other hand, this paper discusses the ways the proposed history 
can be presented to the public in the archaeological museum. Specifically, I will refer to 
the establishment of the project ‘Holland in Hellas’, which is an online information 
platform where Dutch archaeological research projects are integrated in a user-friendly 
way. The aim of the project is to introduce Dutch archaeology in the Mediterranean to a 
broader public audience.  
 

Author: Francesca de Tomasi 

Institution: Università di Roma, Tor Vergata 

Title: Rome before the 1909 Cultural Heritage Preservation law: a focus on the 
export of antiquities 

The unlicensed trade of objects of art and antiquities is today a criminal offense 
punishable by law.  In Italy, the path leading to the legislation of such trading as a crime 
and to its punishment was lengthy and challenging. Between 1870—when Rome was 
annexed to the Italian Kingdom—and 1909—when the Cultural Heritage Preservation 
law was issued—Italian archaeological heritage suffered constant depredation.  The 
importance that the new unified State attributed to private property and to housing and 
infrastructure development dominated the political debate and prevented the 



Parliament from approving an effective law.  It was almost impossible to prevent the 
exportation of numerous works of art of immense value, particularly in Rome where the 
transformation of the Papal city into the new capital of the Italian Kingdom was taking 
place and a very large number of construction sites were in operation.  The Government 
was powerless against the private trading activity, and the demand for antiquities by 
international museums and collectors was huge. 

Using evidence from archival documents and with a particular focus on the exportation 
of antiquities, this paper aims to examine the state of the art of Cultural Heritage 
Preservation in late nineteenth and early twentieth-century Rome.  At that time the 
Cultural Heritage Preservation system was largely based on the initiative of many keen 
individuals who worked for the Direzione Generale Antichità e Belle Arti who raised 
awareness on the importance of a new sensibility that led, as a natural consequence, to 
the approval of the law in 1909. 

Author: Susan M. Dixon 
 
Institution: La Salle University 
 
Title:  Rodolfo Lanciani’s Dismissal 
 
Rodolfo Lanciani (1845-1929) was an archaeologist and topographer of ancient Rome 
arguably best known for his successful campaign in the Roman Forum from 1878 to 
1886.  When these excavations were halted, he accepted invitations to lecture at eleven 
different venues in the United States during the academic year of 1888-89.  Much came 
of the tour.  Eight English-language monographs and a number of journal articles on 
Roman art and culture were published between 1889 and 1924.  He worked with the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts to expand their ancient Roman collections.  Furthermore, 
he solicited funds for a new municipal museum of antiquities in Rome, necessary to 
relieve the cramped space in the Capitoline Museum. However, there was trouble when 
Lanciani returned home.  Rivals in the Italian archaeological service claimed that 
Lanciani misrepresented Italy and was selling off the nation’s cultural patrimony. He 
was dismissed from state employment in early 1891.  This action did not, however, keep 
him down for long.  He retained his position as professor of topography at the 
Università di Roma and eventually worked again for the state on the 1911 International 
Exposition. 
 
This paper focuses on the circumstances surrounding Lanciani’s dismissal. It serves as 
an indicator of the tensions between the national and the municipal offices in Rome, 
both tasked with the care of the growing number of ancient works. It also reminds of 
Italy’s scramble to put effective legislation in place to safeguard the exportation of 
antiquities from the country.  Lastly, it illustrates the eagerness of members of the 
Archaeological Institute of America to fuel American interest in ancient Roman culture 
and thus to fund archaeological expeditions in the Mediterranean. 
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Title: Egyptological Inaugural Lectures: T.E. Peet and his pupil W.B. Emery 
 
My research focuses on Egyptological inaugural lectures (EILs) given at British 
Universities. This has been chosen as a data source as inaugural lectures (ILs) mark an 
unusual event where a dominant individual can both publicly review the state of a 
subject and outline their aspirations to the subject’s various stakeholders: fellow 
academics, sponsors, the public, friends and a broader academic cohort. Therefore, 
although ILs constitute a problematic source, a “privileged discourse that is both 
internally constrained by its genre and externally limited by its institutional setting” 
(Tilley 2004:61), equally these events can also be used as a powerful tool with which to 
take into account ideas, individuals, structures, socio-economic forces and their 
interaction within institutional contexts. Hence they offer a route to what Reid (1990:3) 
calls a “middle path of historiography”, that is, between the extremes of the history of 
people or organisations and the history of ideas. In this paper I focus on two individuals, 
T.E. Peet (1882-1934), who was Brunner Professor of Egyptology at the Institute of 
Archaeology, Liverpool University (1920-1933) and Reader of Egyptology at Oxford 
University (1933-1934) and his pupil, W.B. Emery (1902-1971) who became Edwards 
Professor of Egyptian Archaeology and Philology at UCL (1951-1970). Through the 
discussion of their EILs (Peet 1934; Emery 1952), I demonstrate how EILs allow one to 
explore the myriad compunctions, connections and intentions that constituted British 
Egyptology during the period that covers Egypt’s transition from nominal to full 
independence. They also enable the examination some of the issues of changing 
communication in the subject which has, at times, had a conflicted relationship with its 
popular appeal (Adams 1997:28; Wheatcroft 2003).  
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Title: History of the Museo Nazionale Romano alle Terme di Diocleziano: 
arrangement and management from the beginning to the 1930s 

 

The National Roman Museum was founded in 1889 when, in the climate of nationalistic 
pride that followed the unification of Italy, the new government decided to bring Rome 
to the level of other European capitals.  The government provided the city with a large 
state archaeological museum, which could compete with the famous collections of the 
Vatican and Capitoline museums and with foreign public museums. In addition to this 
intention there was also a practical problem: finding a shelter for the thousands of finds 
that the digs used for the redevelopment of Roma Capitale progressively brought to 
light. The decision of where to build the museum focused on the Diocletian Thermal 
Baths, an archaeological environment of exceptional importance in the heart of the city; 
however, it revealed all its limits quickly. The legal status of the Baths, which was partly 
in the hands of private owners, and the areas unsuitable for exhibition of the works 
created enormous difficulties in the life of the Museum. The directors who took turns 
dealing with its management attempted large restoration projects to transform the 
archaeological ruins in the exhibition, but the technical difficulties and the lack of 
money prevented the realization of various projects. In this difficult situation, 



ordinances and arrangements of materials representative of the cultural climate of the 
different eras were proposed: from the environmental museology to the rhetoric and 
grandiose exhibitions set during the years of fascism. The archival material, including 
photographs, allows us to reconstruct this history. 
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Title: “And they never came back” – historical practices and current local views on 
archaeological work in Northwest Argentina 
 
Professional archaeological practice in Argentina has its origins in the end of the 
nineteenth century with the work of naturalists like Florentino Ameghino. As 
elsewhere, the discipline has made immense theoretical and methodological 
advancements since and, by current standards, those early practices would now 
probably be classified as looting. While national and international law distinguishes 
scientific, archaeological excavation from other currently practised forms of removal of 
archaeological objects (often too easily all placed under the term ‘looting’) 
contemporary archaeological work is not viewed by everyone as ethical and meaningful 
or significantly different from (historical or contemporary) looting. Historical practices 
of archaeologists might help clarify the presence of negative views on archaeological 
work within present-day communities. Furthermore, changes in the legal framework 
and in approaches of local heritage institutions could possibly explain local 
misconceptions about responsibilities for site protection. This paper draws upon the 
findings of recently conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Northwest Argentina. During 
this period of research, I explored the views of local people, both professionals and non-
professionals, on archaeological work and on the protection of sites. I will discuss these 
early findings in light of historical archaeological and heritage practice as well as the 
development of the legal framework, interweaving and reflecting on my own research 
practice and experience. 
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Title: ‘There probably won’t be anything there’: the value of antiquarian archive in 
the life of a long barrow. 

Histories of archaeology have now become established as a major contributor not only 
to the development of archaeology as a discipline but also as a crucial component in 
heritage management as they provide clues to the life history of a site that has been 
excavated or has a history in its local context. 

Restoration work at Uley Long Barrow in Gloucestershire took place recently in order to 
allow visitors to once again be able to view the interior of the Neolithic tomb. The tomb 
has an established form of origin myth as it is known locally as Hetty Pegler’s Tump. 
Tump is a local word meaning mound and Hetty Pegler was the name of the wife of the 
farmer who owned the field in the eighteenth century.  Early records suggested that the 
burial monument comprised five chambers in the interior that were covered by the 



substantial mound now visible. However this is not how the tomb appeared to be 
arranged before the most recent work. By piecing together the antiquarian records, the 
life story of the long barrow changes. 

At West Kennet Long Barrow the archive includes footage from a 1960s television 
programme following excavation and restoration works. This footage has been 
invaluable, when combined with plans and notes used to inform a programme of 
restoration works a half-century later. 

Through these case studies this paper will advocate a historiographical approach to site 
management illustrating the importance of due reference to what came before.  
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Title: Measuring humanity: interwar racial discourses in classical archaeology 
 
During the early Swedish excavations at Asine, Greece, 1922-1930 and the British 
excavations at Mycenae, primarily during the 1920s, there were human skeletons 
among the finds. The Swedish phrenologist Carl Fürst was contracted for the 
anthropological analysis at each site. He paid particular attention to the skulls, which he 
categorized according to the cephalic index which was used as a standard at the time. 
Essentially, Fürst’s analysis determined the racial affinity of each of the skeletons. These 
conclusions were in turn used to confirm the historical synthesis of the Aegean Bronze 
Age according to which different archaeological cultures/periods were associated with 
different peoples. Between ca. 1850 and ca. 1950 race was accepted as a legitimate 
analytical category in anthropology. Classifications of humans were made in particular 
through the establishment of measures and indexes of the head. The cephalic index, and 
other craniometric practices, were regarded as scientifically objective practices. The 
history of scientific racism, within an anthropological context, has received considerable 
attention. However, the burgeoning histories of archaeology have paid surprisingly little 
attention to the discourses which facilitated scientific racism also in archaeology. In this 
paper, I aim to scrutinize the employment of phrenology in archaeology during the first 
half of the twentieth century. 
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Title: Circular 316: Crowdsourcing Antiquity at the Smithsonian Institution, 1876- 
1879 
 
1876 was the apogee of public engagement with antiquities in the 19th century United 
States.  The rapid growth of regional antiquarian societies in the early part of the decade 
and their involvement in local field research fueled competition for the acquisition of 
artifacts and the generation of information.  These circumstances were enhanced by 
planning for the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, where American antiquities 
were displayed as evidence of scholarly achievement and cultural capital.   The 
Smithsonian Institution was deeply engaged in the planning of the Centennial, 



collaborating with the various antiquarian societies.  This engagement was both 
cooperative and competitive: the local groups perceived the centralized Federal model 
for science as a threat to their own ambitions, but as a potential source of patronage and 
prestige as well.  Attempting to capitalize on these favorable circumstances, Secretary 
Joseph Henry announced the preparation of a major report on American archaeology.  
Ironically, however, there was insufficient staff time and expertise to compile the 
information required. Thus the Smithsonian’s two archaeologists, Charles Rau and Otis 
Tufton Mason, fell back on the time-honored mechanism of a circular, dispatched 
through their national network.  This document, “Circular 316: In Regard to American 
Antiquities,” generated an enormous response. Hundreds of letters, reports, sketches, 
and maps were dispatched to Washington, collectively depicting the American 
antiquarian world of the 1870s.  This paper will discuss the Circular 316 project, its 
results, and its outcome, with a particular focus on the community of inquiry that 
produced such a distinctive body of archaeological information. 
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Title: From the Cult of Kata to the Café Royal: Social Networks and the Production 
of Culture, 1908 to 1939 
 
“Civilization”, to Stuart Piggott, lay in “development of the arts of intercourse; the means 
for stimulating witty and subtle conversation between cultivated men.” In this paper I 
examine the conversation of letters within two networks incorporating women as well 
as men, archaeologists and individuals practicing elsewhere in arts, culture and politics. 
I examine the role of in-jokes, ritual and risqué behavior in bonding social networks, 
suggesting that archaeological interpretation might also play a role in social bonding. 
The networks I investigate are: 1. A group described by the archaeologist O.G.S. 
Crawford as “The Cult of Kata”, including archaeologists, writers, musicians and 
performance artists, geographers and museologists active between 1908 and 1924; and 
2. Visual artists and writers associated with the Morven Institute of Archaeological 
Research’s excavations at Avebury, active 1934 to 1939.  I emphasize the “hermetic” 
qualities of archaeological knowledge, suggesting archaeologists and others could use 
arcane findings and excavated discoveries to bind social networks together deploying 
knowledge within the group in ways that bound participants together while excluding 
others. Archaeological writing and museum displays were embedded in fields of 
cultural production that included novels, plays, poetry, dance pieces, musical 
compositions, paintings, sculpture, and projects of political reform. However, an 
individual’s contribution to the “arts of intercourse” was valued at least as highly, if not 
more so, than their publication record. 
 
 
 

 




